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GUIDE FOR THE UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANT
No one knows if or when Congress will pass a legalization bill, but in order to gain lawful status under any legislation that passes, an undocumented immigrant will have to prove at least three (3) things (even if there is no legalization is passed it is advisable to collect & save these proofs): 

IDENTITY 
(      An expired or un-expired valid passport from your home country.
(      An original birth certificate (or a certified copy) from your home country.
(      Other valid photo identification issued by the home country, such as a matricula consular or 
        other document issued by any federal, state, or local government of  the United States.

GOOD MORAL CHARACTER (examples)
(       Parental involvement in children’s schooling 

(       Payment of income taxes
(       Emotional and financial support of family 
(       Involvement in community, religious, and/or volunteer organizations

(       Register with the U.S. Selective Service System (for men who are at least 18 years of age 
         and who have not yet reached their 26th birthday)

(       Registration at local church/parish and involvement with the community.

PHYSICAL PRESENCE OR RESIDENCY IN THE UNITED STATES
(       Proof of when and how you physically arrived in the United States. 

(       Proof of arrival in the United States may be the bus or plane tickets used to travel to the     

         United States or the receipts for such tickets.

(       Proof of work history in the United States.  
(       List of your Addresses since arrival in the United States

(       List of your Employment
BEWARE OF NOTARIOS & IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS who offer help filing applications with the government. Congress has not yet passed any law that authorizes the legalization of undocumented immigrants.    

Many of these consultants have taken advantage of undocumented immigrants by filing applications on behalf of undocumented immigrants without verifying whether they are actually eligible for the immigration benefit.  


Undocumented immigrants should seek legal assistance only from a Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) recognized non-profit organization such as Catholic Charities or from a licensed attorney.

If a notario or immigration consultant offers to help you, request proof of their authorization under federal law to practice immigration law and verify whether the consultant’s organization is recognized by the BIA.

                 Sample List of documents to prove residency in the United States
(Your name should be on them.  Gather as many of these documents as possible. Make clear photocopies, and save them in a safe place)

-
Paycheck stubs and payroll records


-
Lease/Rental agreements/ /or proof of security deposit payment

-
Birth certificates of children born in the United States

-
Marriage certificates if married in the United States

-
Divorce decrees if divorced in the United States

-
Dental, hospital, medical vaccination records and bills, and proof of payment

-
School records, awards, certifications, diplomas, pictures, yearbooks, etc. (from schools attended in the 
               United States)

-
Religious records such as baptism, confirmation and registration certificates

-
Valid (expired or un-expired) passport with stamped date of admission into the United States

-
Proof of ownership of real estate (e.g., a home)

-
Proof of application for home loan and proof of paying-off home loan

-
Proof of purchase of an automobile and payments for automobile and car insurance

-
Automobile registration, car title, license receipts and Department of Motor Vehicle records

-
Insurance invoices, claims, policies and payment of insurance

-
Utility bills such as electricity, gas, heat, sewer, water, etc. and telephone bills

-
Credit card history in the United States (e.g., gas card, department store, etc.)

-
Social Security records

-
Record of payment of federal, state, and/or local taxes with W-2 forms

-
Bank records such as statements, cancelled checks and money order receipts

-
Selective Service registration card

-
Postmarked envelopes addressed to the foreign national here in the United  States

-
Photographs of celebrations in the United States, preferably with dates marked  on them
- 
Proof of Auto Insurance
-
Proof of your Membership in Costco, Health Club, etc.

- 
Immunization Card

IMPORTANT !!! 
Start to gather valid documentation NOW and keep all documentation and in one secure location.  Make clear copies of all your documents.


