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Catholic Social Teaching

For over one hundred years, through encyclicals and pastoral letters, church leaders have focused our attention on the dignity of each human being.  We are called to view life through this understanding and to act with charity and justice.

Deus Caritas Est, February 2006, Encyclical Letter of Benedict XVI
As the years went by and the Church spread further afield, the exercise of charity became established as one of her essential activities, along with the administration of the sacraments and the proclamation of the word:  love for widows and orphans, prisoners, and the sick and needy of every kind, is as essential to her as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel.  The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.

Renewing the Church, March 2002, Pastoral Plan of the Diocese of San Jose
The Catholic Church of Santa Clara County must help all Catholics to live out Catholic Social Justice Teaching in areas such as the dignity of human life, housing, immigration, and labor.
The implementation of the pastoral and organizational initiatives generated by the Diocesan Pastoral Plan will be critical to the future health and vitality of the Diocese of San Jose twenty years into the future and beyond. We are challenged to strengthen existing partnerships,
to develop more collaborative forms of ministry and to encourage and participate in joint efforts that would never have been thought possible in the past.
The Course Method
Breaking Open the Word – the scriptural basis for our engagement in the world

Presentations by local speakers who are experienced in their fields 

Reflection on our personal and communal practice 
Articulation of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching

Practical ways to apply these principles to the issues - at home, work and parish
Sessions Offered

Catholic Social Teaching: Spirituality and Challenge

Affordable Housing

Workers Rights

Access to Health Care

Global Issues/local impact

Life Issues

Environmental Justice

Citizenship: Participation, Rights and Responsibilities
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