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The Diocese of San Jose contact for JustFaith programs is

Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County, Community and Parish Partnerships 

Elizabeth Lilly              408 325-5262         elilly@ccsj.org
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    II
Skills for Parish Social Ministry

September 2007-April, 2008

The overall, long term goal of the Community and Parish Partnerships office and its JustFaith II program is to support the Diocesan Pastoral Plan by extending the capacity of the participating parishes to carry out organized, communal and sustainable social justice and charity in Santa Clara County.

Specific measurable objectives are:

· By April 2008, twelve individuals from five parishes will have completed JustFaith II and will have learned skills that will enable them to lead their parishes toward a communal response to identified needs in a strategic way. 

· By April 2008, each JustFaith II participant will have identified and initiated contact with individuals in their parish who will collaborate to move social justice and charity forward.

· By April 2008, each participant will have developed a strategy to engage their parish in specific action(s) of justice and charity. The strategy will contain action items and time frames.
JustFaith II, Skills for Parish Social Ministry, provides participants with the opportunity to develop the skills to effectively and deliberately lead their parish’s social ministry beyond impassioned individuals toward an organized, communal, sustainable response.  Employing books, videos, guest speakers, retreats and other learning media, JustFaith II provides a wide range of experiences that help participants understand and practice some of the skills critical to the Church’s social mission. 

A significant part of the curriculum focuses on building a foundation of social ministry skills for use within the parish.  Content areas include conflict resolution, dialogue, deep listening, justice education, legislative advocacy, social analysis, community organizing and strategies for building local and global solidarity within the parish.  

The participants need to 

· have a solid and functional understanding of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.  
· be involved with their parish social ministry

· have the approval of their pastor to contribute the newly learned skills to actively engage parishioners in the mission of the parish .

Ideally, there will be 2 or 3 participants from the same parish and 5 or 6 parishes represented.

For information, contact Elizabeth Lilly, 408 325 5262, elilly@ccsj.org.
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  II
 Skills for Parish Social Ministry
Fact Sheet
Meeting Content (24 weekly meetings)

A. Prayer (which each participant will have an opportunity to prepare and lead)

B. Discussion of Spirituality Topic 

C. Discussion of Social Ministry Skill Topic (which each participant will have an 
opportunity to lead)

D. Discussion of key social issues

Time and Place – Monday or Thursday evening at a site mutually convenient to the participants – a parish meeting room or Catholic Charities office beginning September 6 or 10, 2007.

Shared Leadership

Each participant will have opportunities to lead group prayer and group discussion and receive feedback on these experiences.

Growing Social Ministry in the Parish


Each participant will have many opportunities to participate in developing strategies for growing social ministry in his/her parish

Retreats

There are two retreats: one at the beginning of the program; one at the end. Retreats are NOT optional

First Meeting


For the first meeting, please be prepared to introduce yourself (3-5 minutes) to the group by way of sharing your spiritual and social ministry history.  Please include some of the following:


Experience with social justice work and 



how is it that you come to be here.


What are your hopes from this experience? 


And what do you bring to the group?


Something you’d like the group to know about you?

Costs




Books:

$75.00 per person (4-5 books)


Retreats:
$25.00 to $100.00 each, depending on site and facilitator

Registration:
$250 per group (+ or - $25 per person) 
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