Bringing Good News to a Broken World:
Overcoming Fear with God’s Love

The 2007 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering
February 9-14, 2007

REGISTRATION PACKET

Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill
400 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001
202-737-1234

The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering is the annual meeting of social justice ministry
leaders from national Catholic organizations and dioceses throughout the nation. Held in
the nation’s capital, the meeting includes inspiring prayer and worship, challenging
speakers, and social ministry strategy sessions. In addition, participants receive detailed
briefings on priority peace and justice issues especially as they affect the poor and
vulnerable. A highlight of the meeting involves bringing a common Catholic message on
these issues to our Senators and Representatives on Capitol Hill.
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INVITATION AND OVERVIEW

Love of God and Love of Neighbor

In his first encyclical, God Is Love, Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that "love for widows and orphans, prisoners, and the sick
and needy of every kind, is as essential to [the Church] as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel." The
work that we do to advance the social mission of the Church is at the heart of who we are and what we believe as a
community of faith. Join us in Washington as we bring God's love for those most in need to bear on the decisions that
shape our nation. We will share insights and experiences so that we can more effectively strengthen the Church's social
ministry and recommit ourselves to overcoming poverty and injustice in our world.

Overview

For 2007, we will return to the Hyatt Regency near Capitol Hill where we met several years ago. This hotel will suit our
needs well: it is in the heart of downtown Washington; it is union staffed; and it is not a bad bargain for Washington, D.C.
We also know you'll find that the registration fee, which has been held at the same level as last year, is still a deal thanks to
the generosity of so many CSMG Partners.

Register by December 15, 2006 and Win!

To encourage early registration, we are offering extra incentives if you register by December 15, 2006:

1. Discounted Registration Fee: Save $50 off the registration fee for the Core Social Ministry Meeting;

2. A Free Registration and 3 Night Hotel Stay for the 2008 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering: there will be a drawing
at this year's meeting for a free registration and 3 nights at the Hyatt Regency Hotel for the 2008 Catholic Social Ministry
Gathering;

3. Two American Airlines Tickets good for travel within the continental United States, Mexico, or to the Caribbean. If you
book your flight through LINDEN TRAVEL, the official travel agency for the meeting, and you do so BEFORE December 15
2006, you will be eligible to win two free tickets. The drawing will also take place at the meeting. To make a reservation
with Linden Travel, call Barbara or Judy at 1-800-521-1444 between 9 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. (EST), or linden@usccb.org and be
sure to say you are booking a flight for the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering in February.

|gh||ght s for this year include:

The energizing and inspiring Msgr. Ray East, as the master of ceremonies, and the St. Camillus Choir and their multi-
cultural music to help us celebrate God’s love for us in our liturgies and prayers;

« Advocacy on Capitol Hill: opportunities to urge members of Congress to remember the poor and the vulnerable here
and abroad as they make key choices;

- First-rate and in-depth policy sessions on important domestic and international issues;

« Great networking opportunities and time to renew friendships;

« Plenary presentations by leaders from around the world and around the country;

« Top-tier strategy sessions designed to help all of us build a broad-based Catholic constituency for justice and peace;

« The return of the renowned Capitol Steps for our Tuesday evening entertainment.

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD! With the same spirit of collaboration that we seek here in Washington, we ask you to share
this invitation and booklet with the many offices and ministries in your diocese including: social action, African American,
Hispanic, lay, health care, disability, youth ministries, religious education, Catholic Charities, St. Vincent De Paul and other
social ministry leaders. As always, we need your help to ensure that the diversity of the participants will reflect the diversity
of our Church.

For solidarity, strategizing, strengthening our common work, for praying and advocating for those without a voice, we urge
you come to our nation’s capital for this important Gathering. We look forward to seeing you!
The Planning Committee




CATHOLIC SOCIAL MINISTRY GATHERING 2007
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

USCCB Dept of Social Development & World Peace
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 541-3180/ www.usccb.org/sdwp

USCCB Catholic Campaign for Human Development
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
Phone: (202) 541-3210/www.usccb.org/cchd

USCCB Secretariat for African American Catholics
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 541-3177 / www.usccb.org/saac

USCCB Secretariat for Hispanic Affairs
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 541-3177 / www.usccb.org/ha

USCCB Migration and Refugee Services
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 541-3177 / www.usccb.org/mrs

Roundtable Assn of Diocesan Social Action Directors
18 Bleecker Street
New York, NY 10012-2404
(212) 431-7825/www.nplc.org/roundtable

Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities
1 Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 650
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 457-0650/ www.accunet.org

National Catholic Rural Life Conference
4625 Beaver
Des Moines, IA 50310
(515) 270-2634/ www.ncrlc.com

National Council of Catholic Women
200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 703
Arlington, VA 22203

(703) 224-0990/ www.nccw.org

Catholic Charities USA
1731 King Street, Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-1390/ www .catholiccharitiesusa.org

Catholic Relief Services
209 West Fayette Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
(410) 625-2220 /www.catholicrelief.org

National Catholic Partnership on Disability
415 Michigan Avenue, NE, Suite 95
Washington, DC 20017-4501
(202) 529-2933; tty: (202) 529-2934/
www.ncpd.org

The Catholic Health Association of the United States
1875 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20006-5409
(202) 721-6300 /www.chausa.org

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
58 Progress Parkway
St. Louis, MO 63043
(314) 576-3993 / www.svdpusa.org

The Conference of Major Superiors of Men
8808 Cameron Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-588-4030/ www.cmsm.org

Ladies of Charity of the United States
P.O. Box 31697
St. Louis, MO 63131
(314) 344-1184/www.famvin.org/lcusa

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 West 71st Street
New York, NY 10023
212-877-3041/ www.catholicdaughters.org

Just Faith Ministries
P.O. Box 221348
Louisville, KY 40252-1348
502-429-0865/ www justfaith.org/




Bringing Good News to a Broken World:
Overcoming Fear with God’s Love

The 2007 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering

This is a preliminary outline of the Core Meeting Agenda. PLEASE NOTE: You will receive a complete Program
Book when you arrive in Washington at the beginning of the meeting. Also note that many of the Catholic Social
Ministry Gathering Partners will hold meetings prior to or during the Core Meeting. Descriptions of these “Wrap
Around” meetings (including days and times) are listed on pages 10-15.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

AFTERNOON SESSION

(Wrap-Around Sessions will end at approximately 3:00 p.m.
The opening liturgy will begin at approximately 4:30 p.m.)

Hill Visits 101: Those new to national advocacy are invited to a briefing on effectively presenting
our issues to members of Congress.

State Captains Meeting: Leaders from each state will be identified prior to coming to Washington.
These captains meet briefly to begin organizing the state delegations to Capitol Hill on Tuesday.

Opening Eucharistic Liturgy
Celebrant and Homilist: Most Reverend Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington

EVENING SESSION

Dinner and Award Presentation: Hosted by the Catholic Campaign for Human Development,
USCCB. Presentation of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development Sister Margaret Cafferty
Development of People Award.

Opening Plenary Session: Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI

Spirituality for Social Mission--The author of the acclaimed book, The Holy Longing, outlines elements
of a spirituality to keep us anchored, focused and hopeful. Fr. Rolheiser weaves together
Scripture, Catholic teaching and experience in a compelling call to “do justice, love mercy and
walk humbly to our God.”




MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Daily Eucharist

Continental Breakfast or

Catholic Charities USA Discussion and Breakfast (Wrap-Around Meeting, see the description on
p-14).

MORNING SESSIONS

Morning Prayer

Plenary: Mr. John Carr, Secretary, Department of Social Development and World Peace, USCCB
will analyze political and ecclesial trends and outline challenges as we continue to make social
mission central to the life of the Church.

Domestic Issues Plenary: What does the future hold for poor and low-income families? This
plenary will invite us to rethink social, fiscal and policy responses to poverty in our country as we
reflect on the role of the Catholic community in overcoming poverty and restoring community in
America.

State Delegations Meet: Join with members of your own state to strategize for Hill Visits on
Tuesday. State “Captains” are selected prior to the meeting.

Lunch on Your Own

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

International Issues Plenary: The call to relieve global poverty is more compelling today than ever.
This session will focus on the Catholic Campaign Against Global Poverty and will explore three key
policy areas where we can make a real difference: foreign aid; debt relief, and a just trade system.

Policy Priority Briefings: Concurrent sessions on the two priority international and two priority
domestic issues we will be carrying to Capitol Hill on Tuesday afternoon.

Bread for the World Reception

Dinner on Your Own




TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Daily Eucharist

Continental Breakfast: (State Delegations Meeting optional)

MORNING SESSION

Morning Prayer

International and Domestic Issue Workshops: There are a number of other issues besides the two
domestic and international policy priorities that are of concern to Catholics in the United States.
This morning session will be devoted to these issues. Possible issue workshops may include:

International: Domestic:

*US Policy toward the Middle East *Immigration/ Human Trafficking

*US Policies on Terrorism *Health Care and the Uninsured

*Sudan and the Tragedy of Darfur *Affordable housing

*US Policy toward Latin America (Cuba, Venezuela) *Environment: children’s health issues, climate change
*Global Poverty: Farm Bill *Farm Bill

*Global Poverty: Transformational Diplomacy *Death Penalty

*Climate Change *The Future of Medicare/Social Security /Medicaid

Send off to Capitol Hill: Why Our Voices are More Important Than Ever
Boxed lunches will be provided.

AFTERNOON SESSION

Hill Visits: Social ministry leaders will visit with Senators, Representatives and their staff on four
key issues of peace and justice. Don’t miss the opportunity to communicate our legislative
priorities on behalf of the poor to our leaders on Capitol Hill. Each state delegation will be
coordinated by a designated “captain.”

Capitol Hill Reception: Catholic Relief Services will host a reception and report back session on
Capitol Hill where we will share stories about our visits, enjoy hors d’oeuvres and drinks, and
mingle with Congressional staff and leaders. We will hear from legislative leaders from both
parties on our priorities

U.S. Catholic will present an award to Sharon Daly, former Vice President for Social Policy,
Catholic Charities USA, and former Director of the USCCB Office of Domestic Social Development.

EVENING SESSION

Entertainment on the Hill: THE CAPITOL STEPS! Back by popular demand, you won’t want to
miss the funniest comedy troupe in Washington. Since 1981, the Capitol Steps has performed
humorous and sarcastic views of politics with songs, skits and humor.




WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15

MORNING SESSION

Catholic Relief Service’s Operation Rice Bowl Breakfast: Join Catholic Relief Services for a simple
breakfast and hear how the Lenten program, Operation Rice Bowl, connects Catholics in the U.S. with
our brothers and sisters around the world.

Strategy Sessions: These sessions are opportunities for participants to share strategies that will help us
address each topic more effectively. The facilitator/expert will have 30 minutes to present best practices
for building capacity on the topic. The next hour will include small group work as well as a report back
and discussion in the larger group.

1. Pro-Life and Pro-Justice: Promoting Collaboration and Avoiding Divisions
Participants will explore strategies on how to resist divisions among people over pro-life
concerns and justice and peace issues.

2. Collaboration with Priests and Deacons in Social Ministry
Participants will discover and investigate strategies for working in partnership with parish
pastors, priests and deacons.

3. Recruiting, Engaging, and Educating New Leaders (for Diocesan staff)
Participants will strategize on engaging, recruiting and educating new leaders.

4. Recruiting, Engaging, and Educating New Leaders (for Parish leaders)
Participants will strategize on engaging, recruiting and educating new leaders.

5. Teaching Deus Caritas Est
Participants will explore and share strategies for teaching Pope Benedict XVI's encyclical, Deus
Caritas Est.

6. Justice For Immigrants Campaign
Participants will share strategies and best practices on how to build a committed group of
legislative advocates for comprehensive immigration reform.

7. Taking the Message Back: What you learned at the conference
Participants will receive the new Catholic Charities USA Advocacy Manual, which will provide
parishes and dioceses with the right tools to share news and messages after the conference.

Eucharistic Liturgy: Celebrant and Homilist: Monsignor David Malloy, General Secretary of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Monsignor Malloy has been invited to join us for our closing
Eucharistic Celebration.




AFTERNOON SESSION

Closing Luncheon - The Politics of 2007: Implications for Catholic Social Ministry

Always a highlight of our meeting, the policy and politics team from The News Hour on PBS,
Syndicated Columnist Mark Shields and New York Times Columnist David Brooks (invited), will
share new insights and analyses of politics and the challenges facing Catholic social ministry leaders

in a troubled world.

Closing Remarks and Final Blessing

2:00 p.m. Adjournment




WRAP AROUND SESSIONS
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
TARGET and Diocesan Directors’ Meeting
February 7-9, 2006

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development will convene its TARGET dioceses starting
Wednesday evening, February 7th and continuing through Friday, February 9th. The Wednesday and
Thursday part of the meeting is for TARGET dioceses only. TARGET dioceses will receive a separate
mailing with the registration information for this Annual TARGET Meeting.

On Friday, February 9th, CCHD will convene all CCHD Diocesan Directors and coordinators, from both
the Target dioceses and the non-Target dioceses. During the Friday session, participants will have the
opportunity to engage in conversation about the USCCB restructuring and its implications for CCHD.
The Friday session for all Diocesan Directors will include a continental breakfast and lunch.

Those who are not part of the TARGET meeting should register for the Friday CCHD Diocesan
Directors meeting using the form in this booklet.

Friday evening all of those attending the TARGET meeting and the CCHD Diocesan Director meetings
will join participants from the ACCU Higher Education meeting and Catholic Relief Services Diocesan
Directors meetings for dinner. For more information, contact Mary Wright (Mwright@usccb.org), Tom
Chabolla (Tchabolla@usccb.org) or Tim Collins (Tcollins@usccb.org).

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
Reception and Dinner
Friday, February 9, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Join us for an evening of networking with colleagues. We invite Diocesan Directors for CRS and CCHD
to come together with the faculty and staff of Catholic colleges and universities to make new and
important contacts for our social ministries at the diocesan and university levels.

For more information, contact Fr. Chris Promis at CRS- (410) 951-7372, cpromis@crs.org; Tim Collins
at CCHD-202-541-3378, tcollins@usccb.org; or Michael Galligan-Stierle at ACCU-202- 457-0650 or
mgs@accunet.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA
PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY SECTION
Leadership Team Meeting
Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The Parish Social Ministry Section Leadership Team will meet to assist in the efforts to build the parish-
based constituency of Catholic Charities agencies across the country.

For more information, contact Rachel Lustig at rlustig@catholiccharitiesusa.org, 703-236-6234.
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CATHOLIC LABOR NETWORK
Saturday, February 10
Liturgy: 8:00 a.m.
Workshops: 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Luncheon: 12:30 - 2:00 p.m.

The Catholic Labor Network (a loosely affiliated group of Catholic lay, religious, and clergy concerned and
active on worker issues) will begin the morning with Mass.

CLN member Clayton Sinyai will discuss his new book, "Schools of Democracy: A Political History of the
American Labor Movement."

We are look forward to continuing our discussion on day laborers with a representative of the National Day
Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON), the nation's largest day laborer association.

The Luncheon speaker will be the Honorable David Bonior, former Member of the United States House of
Representatives from Michigan and now Chair of American Rights at Work, an organization advancing
democracy in the workplace.

For more information, contact Thom Shellabarger at the USCCB, Tshellabarger@usccb.org; 202-541-
3189.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Diocesan Directors Annual Meeting
Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

For CRS diocesan directors, this is the place where the local will meet the global. An informative and
stimulating session will begin with a thorough update and overview of the extensive world-wide work of
CRS by its president, Ken Hackett. Solidarity efforts within the U.S. will be covered by Joan Neal, Vice
President for U.S. Operations.

In a discussion format, strengthening the vital relationship between global-national-regional-diocesan-
individual and collective action, including organizing around relevant public policy for international justice
and peace, will be examined. Input ideas, best practices and analyses of topics such as diocesan capacity
building, outreach to the Latino community, partnership development and effective global solidarity
programming will be explored.

Finally, a few of our overseas partners will join the proceedings, incorporating their perspective into the
discussions. Plan to reconnect with the CRS mission through each other during this Social Ministry
Gathering Wrap-around ‘summit’.

For more information, contact Christine Smith at 410- 951-7272, chsmith@crs.org or Tom Ulrich at 410-
951-7469, tulrich@crs.orq.
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE
Saturday, February 10, 2007
12 noon to 5 pm
$50 registration fee (includes lunch, breaks, and materials)
Understanding the Farm Bill- Call for a New Farm & Food Policy

The U.S. Farm Bill is an expensive, complex and remarkable funding program that is legislated by
Congress every five to six years. Most citizens pay little attention to it and fail to recognize its vital
significance to both rural and urban communities and its relevance to hunger and poverty problems in the
United States and abroad. Given these impacts, Catholics are called to better understand the farm and
food programs of their government.

The “Green Ribbon” Farm Bill Campaign of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference is our effort to
provide assertive education and outreach to faith-based groups. This pre-session of the Catholic Social
Ministry Gathering is part of our 2007 Farm Bill Campaign and advocacy for a new farm and food policy
platform.

For more information: www.ncrlc.com or contact Tim Kautza: ncrictk@mchsi.com, 515-270-2634.

ACCU HIGHER EDUCATION MEETING
For Catholic College and University Faculty, Staff & Administrators
Saturday, February 10, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm and
Sunday, February 11, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Extended Student Track 12:00 - 4:00 pm
“Work & Labor: 25th Anniversary Year of Laborem Exercens”

This seventh annual meeting will explore the issues of work and labor in the context of our contemporary
Catholic intellectual life as we celebrate the 25™ anniversary year of Laborem Exercens, the encyclical of
John Paul Il which affirms the dignity of work and places work at the center of the social question. Both
programs and policies will be examined for how they can support the explicit presence of Catholic social
teaching at Catholic colleges and universities during this two-day seminar.

The program will begin with the CRS/CCHD/ACCU dinner on Friday (see page 10) and will continue
through noon on Sunday. Participants are encouraged to stay for the core meeting, Sunday through
Wednesday.

More than 350 faculty, administrators and staff from over 100 colleges and universities have attended this
wrap-around meeting over the last 6 years. Plenary sessions are led by scholars and church leaders.
There are also a number of workshops to discuss issues, resource sharing, and practical planning in
support of campus collaboration with national Catholic social action organizations. A student immersion in
Washington, DC on Sunday afternoon is a new component this year.

This seminar is a cooperative effort of the members of the ACCU Advisory Committee on Peace & Justice
Education and is sponsored by the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities, Catholic Campaign
for Human Development, Catholic Relief Services, and USCCB Secretariat for Social Development and
World Peace.

For more information, visit www.accunet.org or contact Michael Galligan-Stierle, ACCU, mgs@accunet.org,
(202) 457-0650.

12




THE ROUNDTABLE

ASSOCIATION OF DIOCESAN SOCIAL ACTION DIRECTORS
2007 Annual Symposium and Membership Meeting

February 10, 3:00 p.m. - February 11, 3:00 p.m.
Washington, D.C.

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace
Peacemakers in a World of Conflict

The Evolution of Catholic Teaching on Peace

Rev. David Hollenbach, S.J. is known as one of the foremost authorities on
Catholic teaching on peace. In this opening presentation and discussion, he will
trace the development of Catholic teaching on war and peace, from the time of
the apostles to today, with specific reference to contemporary means of warfare.
Fr. Hollenbach will also consider the meaning of Catholic teaching on peace in
light of the increasing use of force by non-state actors.

The Future of Global Conflict

Drew Christiansen, S.J., editor of the most widely-read publication among
Roundtable members, America, will bring his considerable skills and knowledge
to bear on the questions of the future of global conflict: What are the likely
sources of future international conflicts? What role will natural resources play?
What is the role of the church in the United States in preventing these conflicts?
How can we work best with our bishops and diocesan constituencies to act to
prevent, defuse, or otherwise respond to global conflict?

The Harry A. Fagan Roundtable Award Banquet

Join friends and colleagues in honoring Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., Founder of
Homeboy Industries and a tireless crusader against gang violence, at the 2007
Harry A. Fagan Roundtable Award Banquet. The Roundtable is proud to honor
Fr. Greg’s success as a peacemaker here in the United States, helping
thousands of gang-involved youth and teaching the nation that “nothing stops a
bullet like a job.”

Membership Meeting: Join Roundtable members to strategize on Faithful
Citizenship, voter guides, immigration, and more!

For more information or to purchase an advertisement in the banquet journal, contact: Mr. Jeffry Korgen,
Secretary, The Roundtable, 212.431.7825 (voice), 212.274.9786 (fax), roundtable@nplc.org.
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC PARTNERSHIP ON DISABILTY (NCPD)
Sunday, February 11, 1:30 - 3:20 p.m.
Talking Story with Advocates with Disabilities

Do you work on housing, health care, employment, and poverty issues? If so, then please come and
hear the personal experience of people whose lives are impacted each day by public policies. Hear first-
hand accounts from people who are fighting for the opportunity to live and participate in the community.
Meet partners who can work with you in your legislative efforts. Strategize together on pending legislation
that can make a difference, such as the Medicaid Community-Based Attendant Services and Supports
Act of 2005 (MiCASSA).

For more information, contact NCPD at 202-529-2933; 202-529-2934 (tty); joenton@ncpd.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA
Poverty in America Breakfast
Monday, February 12, 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.

In September 2005, representatives of Catholic Charities agencies across the country got together to
discuss the public policy needs of poor people in the United States based on our experience of serving
over 7 million people a year. Join us as Ms. Allison Boisvert, Justice and Charity Minister, Pax Christi
Catholic Community, of Eden Prarie, MN, discusses the state of poverty in the United States by asking —
“who are the poor, what are their challenges, and how has society failed those in need.” You will receive
the Catholic Charities USA 2006 policy paper Poverty in America: A Threat to the Common Good.

For more information, contact Rachel Lustig at rlustig@catholiccharitiesusa.org or 703-236-6234.

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Voice of the Poor
Monday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society, Voice of the Poor, will meet to share experiences, discuss objectives
for 2007, and talk about issues related to the condition of the poor and disenfranchised for the purpose
of helping Vincentians to live their faith. This will be an interactive discussion.

For more information, contact Jim Woods at 302-528-1994 or e-mail at jwoodssvp@yverizon.net.
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Operation Rice Bowl Breakfast Meeting
Wednesday February 14, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Join Catholic Relief Services for the Annual Operation Rice Bowl Breakfast. We will come together for
prayer and to share a simple meal in preparation for the Lenten season. We will also honor one of our
Diocesan Directors for outstanding promotion and support of Operation Rice Bowl with the presentation of
the 2007 Operation Rice Bowl Award.

Operation Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten solidarity program that invites Catholics to pray
with their families and faith communities, fast in solidarity with those who are hungry, learn about the joys
and challenges in the lives of our brothers and sisters around the world, and give sacrificial contributions to
assist those in need around the world.

For more information, contact Beth Martin at (410) 951-7359 or emartin@crs.org.

For more information about the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering’s
2007 Core Meeting, see pages 5-9.
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